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OveRvIew

cONtext 

In a moment of time when the balance between the public and 
the private is shifting in favour of the latter, it is important 
that a close eye is kept on the status of the public spaces in 
our cities. Vital public space tends to emerge as a product of 
numerous competing forces. Planning guidelines, regulations, 
and political attitudes can either strangle or let flourish the 
behaviours which enliven these areas which are so key to 
thriving cities.

This course is an opportunity to better understand the potentials 
and limitations of these diverse conditions.

It can be argued that the vitality of public spaces hinges on 
their ability to facilitate a diversity of, often unexpected, usages 
and interactions, by a broad spectrum of people over varied 
time periods. This course suggests that the street, as the 
fundamental public space of the city, is where this activity can 
and should occur.

Not without their challenges, the streets of Phnom Penh are 
a a clear display of diverse urban dwellers playing out their 
lives in the public domain, much appropriated and loosely 
regulated. In Sydney, this kind of mixed informal activity is 
much less apparent and the centre of the city is largely a 
vehicle-dominated zone for weekday commerce. The current 
revitalisation of key CBD zones proposes a shift from this.

FORMAt

Content is delivered via lectures and tutorial workshops, held 
both in the street and in studio spaces. Supporting this, students 
visit a series of urban sites and meet a number of cultural 
actors in which and for whom, public space plays a key role. 

Both individual and collaborative work is undertaken, with 
opportunities for interdisciplinary learning and cross cultural 
collaboration between Sydney and Phnom Penh design students. 

Classes are held in the summer session. They begin and end in 
Sydney with two intensive weeks in Phnom Penh between. The 
Phnom Penh trip culminates in a public exhibition at the French 
colonial RUFA campus in the centre of the city.
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 George Street, Sydney
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Street 19, Phnom Penh

PROceSS

Learning centres around the role of design in activating street 
vitality. There is an emphasis on evidence-based design thinking 
from ‘real life’ observation, cross cultural comparison and 
critical analysis.

Students conduct a series of observational studies in two key 
city thoroughfares in Sydney and Phnom Penh. They observe, 
analyse and graphically communicate spacio-behavioural 
patterns in each location.

This comparative analysis presents a series of opportunities 
for small scale urban interventions in each location. How can 
precedents from Phnom Penh be intelligently translated to 
inform design ideas in the new Sydney CBD and vice versa?
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PARt 1
StReet 
ObSeRvAtIONS

Students observe components such as the planned 
and the unplanned, appropriations in terms of object 
and activity, built and behavioural relationships 
between interior and exterior, sidewalk and road.

Analysis of data follows observation. Why do certain 
patterns emerge? What does this indicate about the 
interplay between human behaviour and the built 
environment? How can this begin to inform design 
decisions in a manner which contributes to creating 
vital street spaces?01 Street diaries for daily observations

02 Phnom penh street scene
03 Tutorials take place in the street and the studio
04 UNSW student, Leviang Teng, recording in 
Street 19, Phnom Penh

A set of observational exercises are undertaken 
in George St Sydney and then repeated in St 19, 
Phnom Penh. Students are directed to record 
differing aspects of the interlinked physical, 
behavioural and systematic patterns of the street, 
monitored over varying time periods. 
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exeRcISe exAMPLe

‘Appropriations’

Observe and record the planned and 
unplanned elements of the street plane 
and street facades. How has the built 
environment as structure, object, and 
materiality been adapted to suit varying 
users and usages? How does this change 
over time?

PARt 1
StReet 
ObSeRvAtIONS

01 03

04

01 Facade as planned and unplanned. 
Sydney
Sarah I’anson. yr 2 interior architecture
02 Alleyway floor finish appropriations.  
Phnom Penh
Vanessa Crookson. yr 3 interior architecture
03 Sidewalk and alleyway midday usage. 
Phnom Penh. 
Dominika Dome. yr 3 interior architcture
04 Facade object appropriations. 
Phnom Penh. 
Phoebe Nicol. yr 3 interior architecture
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A   I   M   :  Duality in access routes

R   E   S   P   O   N   S   E    :      Creating multiplicity in two main thoroughfare areas of the 
Sydney CBD by adding a small scale high-line intervention connecting both Wynyard Lane 
and Angel Place. The jaggered plan of the structure would weave in, out and around the 
buildings, emphasising moments of pause and movement from the user. As Angel place is 
used majorly by buisnessmen and women during peak hours, the secondary pathway 
would aid the in�ux of tourists as well as create a slower-paced area of visual interest for 
everyday users. By creating a secondary pathway, the space allows for both neccessary 
function of a pathway on ground level and a place for visual interest, on upper platform 
creating a diverse and alternative view of city skyline. With the elivation of the pathway, 
city users are subjected to greater amounts of natural light, alternative places to sit and 
ample greenery, all the while getting from place A to B. The use of an alternative material 
such as perforated metal, plastic or rubber in conjunction with a dominant colour scheme, 
also draws attention to this insertion, blurring the boundaries of a one-dimensional neces-
sary pathway, and an actively hybrid space.

HIGH-LINE ADDITION
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QUEEN VICTORIA BUILDING

1. 
VIEW: QUEEN VICTORIA BUILDING

CAFE
10-2PM

2.
VIEW: ANGEL PLACE/ IVY/  BIRDCAGE 
INSTALLATION 

BAR
4-12PM

3. 
VIEW: CIRCULAR QUAY/ MCA

BAR
4-12PM
COMMUTERS

BAR APENDAGE design to wrap around 
corner of building, 2/3 two stories high, allow-
ing for 270 degree views of paramount 
surrounding buildings.  
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PARt 2
uRbAN 
AcuPuNctuRe

Holly payne. yr 2 interior architecture.

Raised paths and platforms in alleyways to improve 
underutilised pedestrian routes, connect to upper level 
activity, and offer views to key city spaces.
01 Necessity only alleyway usage 
in Phnom Penh and Sydney
02 Angel place raised walkway site map
03 Angel place raised walkway
04 Raised platform as bar
05 Raised platforms at strategic locations

02
04

03
05

bRIeF + StReet INteRveNtION

Respond to observational data with a design brief and 
a concept level idea. The overarching focus is on ways 
in which the built/systematic environment can support 
street vitality. Identify a focus area, issue and design 
aim. This brief outlines the parameters for a small scale 
urban intervention aimed to improve street life in the new 
George St pedestrian/light rail zone.

S Y D N E Y   -   
P E D E S T R I A N   M O V E M E N T 

PERSON IN MOTION
PERSON IN PAUSE
PATHWAY

TUK TUK PARKED
STREET SELLER

DUALITY AMONGST CITY SIDEWALKS RESULTS IN 
RE-ACTIVATION OF SPACE

S Y D N E Y   -   
R E - O C C U R I N G   A C T I V I T Y 

P H N O M   P E N H    -   
P E D E S T R I A N   M O V E M E N T 

P H N O M   P E N H    -  
R E - O C C U R I N G   A C T I V I T  Y

Non-dual usage of sidewalks and laneways inhibits spaces from being used to their full 
potential. Phnom Penh’s over-use of the sidewalks with infiltration of daily activities and 
semi-permanent housing causes a lack of integration between pedestrians and perma-
nent/re-occuring users. Adversly, Sydney’s formal pathways are used singularly by pedes-
trians as thoroughfares and have no integration of daily informal activities that aren’t 
conducted specifically for neccessity, resulting in monotonous areas that are not used to 

their full potential.

By attaching three belvedere’s onto three prime locations around George Street, there is 
a constant exchange between street level pathways/ surrounding buildings/ skyline and 
city users. This new activation on upper levels is enticing for city users via the diverse 
outlooks and alternative view of the city skyline. A hybrid enviornment is thus created 
through a duality between a pathway used for functionality as well as space used for 

lively activity. 

PERSON IN MOTION
PERSON IN PAUSE
PATHWAY

ART INSTALLATION
MOVEABLE ITEMS

GEORGE STREET
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wORkShOP 
ActIvItIeS

LectuReS 
provide visual precedents and theories 
surrounding course themes as well as 
outlining exercise tasks.

tutORIALS
held in the street and studio, where  
observations, analysis and design ideas 
are discussed in small groups with a 
tutor.

gueSt tALkS
by a series of urban and cultural actors in 
whose work public space plays a key role. 

SIte vISItS
present ‘real life’ examples of well 
functioning public space expressed in 
differing ways.

cOLLAbORAtIONS
with a mix of design disciplines and with 
Phnom Penh design students. Students 
work together on street exercises, studio 
sessions, final exhibition curation and 
social outings.

01 02

03

04

05

01 ‘Boodin’ (The White Building). An appropriated piece of New Khmer Architecture 
from the period of Independence, now a thriving laneway building home to a large  
urban poor community.
02 Site visit and guest talk at ‘Skateistan’, an NGO providing support and services to 
urban youth through the tool of skateboarding. 
03 Street art by artist El Tono in a domestic and business alley.
04 Olympic Stadium designed by Van Molyvann in the 1960’s, a free public space 
widely used by locals for aerobics, eating, music...
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cONcLudINg
eveNtS

PReSeNtAtIONS
Students pin-up and discuss their work at the end of each of the 
four assessment tasks.

cOLLAbORAtIve ARtwORk
Students contribute to a streetscape art piece created by tutor 
and practicing artist Richard Briggs. This forms a backdrop to 
the exhibition and is donated to RUFA.

exhIbItION
Students setup and curate an exhibition at the end of the trip, 
hosted by RUFA in their central city campus space.
At this, students work is displayed. 

01 Exhibition night 
02 Collaborative artwork 
by Richard Briggs and 
UNSW/RUFA students
03 UNSW student Phoebe 
Nicol adds to artwork
04 Street exercises 
organised into focus areas
05 Student works in the 
RUFA terrace space

01

02

03

04

05



Public Space and the Informal. UNSW Sydney RUFA Phnom Penh 2015. Course Coordinator EVA LLOYD

UNSW STUDENTS

Aaron Lauder Jones
Alexandra Honan
Ariane Easton
Benita Xi Chen
Dominika Dome
Ellen Williams
Geran Atkinson
Grady Wang
Henry Zheng
Holly Payne
Lalitha Balasubramanian
Leviang Teng
Lucy Chen
Madeleine Lloyd
Madison Fay
Peter Mitchell
Phoebe Nicol
Samuel Phan
Sarah I’Anson
Tatum Hayek
Vanessa Crookson 

cRedItS ANd 
cONtActS

A sincere thank you to:

The University of New South Wales, Faculty of the Built Environment,
for supporting the first installment of this international summer elective.

The Royal University of Fine Arts, Faculty of Architecture and Urbanism,
for hosting the Phnom Penh contingent in their offer of space, staff, student volunteers and 
logistical help.

All students involved, who worked with dedication and rigour. 

The guest speakers and city of Phnom Penh, who offered invaluable insights and opened their 
spaces to us. 

UNSW STAFF

Eva Lloyd: course coordinator 
Richard Briggs: course tutor
Giacomo Butte: course tutor
Bruce Edward Watson: Director 
Interior Architecture

RUFA STUDENTS

Ya Chan Nary
Sok Leng
Ing Samnang
Tang Monireach
Iv Sokunchankrisna
Chhay Phally
Sok Sopheap
Hun Sokagna
So Vitou
Seang Satya
Lim Bunhak
Sing Bunny
Tiv By Kimlean
Mean Pisei
Ly Sreypich

artwork by Richard Briggs

Sok Sovannara
Moeun Phollida
Hor Daro 

RUFA STAFF

Professor Kong Kosal: Dean of Faculty
Karno Chay: Vice Dean of Faculty
Phal Piseth:  logistical assistance
Hong Leakhena: logistical assistance
Paul Robinson: logistical assistance

GUEST TALKS + SITE VISITS

Skateistan
SaSa Art Projects
Develop Boeng Kok Arts
Khmer Architecture Tours

PHOTOGRAPHIC CREDITS

Grady Wang
Phoebe Nicol
Richard Briggs
Giacomo Butte
Eva Lloyd

 
 

CONTACTS

For further information 
please contact 

Eva Lloyd  
evalloydunsw@gmail.com

Giacomo Butte
giacomo.butte.2@gmail.com


